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Mr. John Quincy Adams presented additional documents in the cage of
Xohn M. Botts, who contests the right of John W. Jones to a seat as &
wember of the twenty-eighth Congress.

Mr. Newton also presented additional documents in the same case.

The Speaker pro tem. also prescnted an additionul document in the
same case. .

Ordered, That the said documents be referred to the Committee of
Elections.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the resolution moved by
Mr. Garret Davis, on the 13th instant, instructing the Committee
Elections to inquire and report whether the members frorn the States
New Hampshire, Georgia, Mississippi, and Missouri, were elccted in con-
formity to law; the question being on the amendment moved by M.
Jameson to strike out the words “Committee of Elections,” and insert in
lieu thereof “Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union;™
which amendinent was pending on that day when the House pessed to
other business

Mr. Jameson withdrew his said amendment; when

A motion was made by Mr. Kenunedy to amend the said resolution, by
striking out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting the following, to
wit: “that the meimbers of this House from the States of New Hampsﬁin,
Missouri, Mississippi, aud Georgia, are properly aud constitutioually elect-
ed by a general ticket, and are as inuch entitled to seats on this floor as
the members from any other of the States of this Union;” when

Mr. G. Davis, at the suggestion of Mr. Elmer, modified his resolution
to read as follows:

Resalved, 'hat the Committee of Elections be directed to examint and
ioport upon the certificates of election, or the credentials of the members
retnrned to serve in this House; and that they inquire and report whether
the s2veral mombers of this House have been elected in conformity with
the Coustitution and law.”

‘I'he pending amendnients fell,

And the guestion recurred on agreeing to the resolution of Mr. G. Da-
vis, as modified; when, by unanimous consent, the House passed tc other
business. .

A message, in writing, was received from the President of the United
States, by Mr. John Tyler, jr., his private secretary: which was read, and
is as follows:

7o the House of Representatives:

1 received, within a few hours of the adjournment of the last Congress,
a resolution “directing paymentof the certificates or awards issuied by the
commissioners under the treaty with the Cherokee Indians.” Iis pro-
visions involved principles of great importance, in reference to which
it re-;}uircd more time to obtain the necessary inforination than was al-
lowed.

The balance of the fund provided I?; Congress for satisfying claims
under the seventeenth article of the Cherokee treaty, referred to iu the
resolution, is wholly insufficieut to meet the claims still pending. To di-
rect the payment, therefore. of the whole mmount of those clains which
happened to be first adjudicated, would prevent a ratable distribution of
the fund among those equally entitled to its benefits.  Snuch a violatiou
of the individual rights of the claimants would impose upon the Govera-
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ment the obligation of making further approrriations to indemnify them;
and thus Congress would be obliged to enlarge a provision liberal and

uitable, which it had made for the satisfaction of all the demands of the
Cherokees. I was unwilling to sanction a measure which would thus
indirectly overturn the adjustment of our differences with the Cherokees,
accomplished with so much difficulty, and to which tine is reconciling
those Indians.

If no such indemnity should be provided, then a palpable and very

wrong would be inflicted upon the claitnants who had not been so
rtunate as to have their claims taken up in preference to others. Be-
sides, the fund having been appropriated by law to a specific purpose,
in fulfilment of the treaty, it belongs to the Cherokees; and the authority
of this Governinent to direct its application to particular claims is more
than questionable.

The direction in the joint resolution, therefore, to pay the awards of the
<ommissioners, to the amount of one hundred thousand dolfars, seemed to
me quite objectionable, and could not be approved.

‘I'he further direction, that the certificates required to be issued by the
treaty, and in conformity with the practice of the board heretofore, shall
be proper and sufficient vouchers upon which pay- .ents shall be made at
the treasury, is a departure from the system established soon after the
adoption of the Constitution, and maintained ever since. That system
requires that payments, under the authority of any department, shall be
made upon its requisition, countersigned by the proper Auditor and
Comptroller. The greatest irregularity would ensue from the mode of
pa{ment prescribed by the resolution.

have deemed it respectful and proper to lay before the House of Rep-
resentatives these reasons for having withheld my approval of the above-
mentioned joint resolution.
JOHN TYLER.

WasniNGTON, December 18, 1843.

Orderced, That the said message do lie on the table.

Under the 24th rule of the House, petitions and meiorials were handed
to the Clerk, as follows:

By Mr. Tyler: The petition of Joseph P. Peters—presented heretofore
February 10, 1843: which petition was referred to the Comnmittee on Rev-
olutionary Pensions.

Also, the petition of Gervis Foote—preseuted héretofbre Jaunary 7,1843:
which petition was referred to the Committee of Claims,

By Mr. Steenrod: The petition of Dauiel Steenrod—presented hereto-
l('())re December 22, 1841: which petition was referred to the Commitiee of

laims.

By Mr. Stetson: The petition of John Mcl.aughlin—heretofore pre-
sented March 30, 1840: which petition was referred to the Comuniittee on
Private Land Cluims.

By Mr. Stetson: ‘The petition of Benjamia 8. Roberts—presented here-
‘t’o{gre‘.luly 18, 1842: which petition was reierred to the Commitiee on the

udiciary.

By My. Stetson: The petition of Solomon Fitech and others—presented
heretofore Junuary 7, 1843: which petition wus referred to the Committeo
of Claims.

By Mr. Stetson: The petition of Witliun Bailey and Elizabeth Sweet-




